COVENANT CONNECTION

February 2021

February
2021

Covenant Connection
Covenant United Methodist Church

February 2021

From the Desk of the Pastor . . .
Covenant United
Methodist Church

Almost one year later, who would have ever thought we'd still be in this pandemic. Most
of us never thought the number of cases and deaths would actually be exceeded. But
here we are going into February and still not sure if we see a light at the end of the tunnel. And with all the other things going on it's incredible that we still have been able to
keep this church going. I want to thank everyone for their support both financially and
personally.

801 W. Franklin Blvd
Gastonia, NC 28052
Larry Taylor
Pastor
LTaylor1@wnccumc.net
828.413.4067

“The heart of Jesus, the valentine that never fades.”
♥ Happy Valentine’s Day ♥

Sunday
10:00 am Join us for worship!
Masks are required. Temperature checked upon entering.

Also, let us know if you have any ideas for fundraising, community involvement , or anything that you feel can help the church grow. Each of us must make the commitment
individually and as a church to do what is needed. And finally, we must hold ourselves,
starting with me, accountable for following through with what we say we are going to
do, remembering that this is not our church but God’s church. I know we can do it together. Let’s work together dealing with each other as Christians in the manner God
would want us to.

Wednesday
4:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his faults, between you and him alone.
If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.“ -- Matthew 18:15-17

Church Office
704.865.5055
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Administrative Assistant
Tammy Bassett
covenantgastonia@gmail.com
Director of Music
Laura McDonald
Church Website
covenantumcgastonia.com

But, we do know that it will end so we need to be ready as a church for when it does.
We know that we probably need to make changes that will help our Sunday service, our
Sunday school classes, our Bible studies and most importantly our mission work in our
community. To do this, we must work together, as one church, for one purpose. We are
all going to have to pitch in. To begin, we are going to send out a survey on how we can
improve our Sunday service. So be on the lookout, we will send it out to you on email,
by mail or in the bulletin and newsletter. We need ideas and suggestions on things you
would like to see. Anything from the scripture to the sermon, the music, and even the
order of worship. I would like to have more members involved in the service, so if you
are interested please let me know.

Regular Scheduled Activities (limited at this time)

Fourth Saturday of each month
11:00 am - 12:30 pm Community Luncheon - Drive-thru

Love you and may God bless you each and every day,
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Sanctuary Flowers - Reserve your Sunday!
If you would like to reserve a Sunday and place flowers in the sanctuary ‘In
Honor or In Memory’ of someone special, we have all dates available. The cost
is $30 each week which includes the two arrangements. You are welcome to take
them home following the service. Sundays that aren’t reserved will be an extra
expense of the church. If you have a few dates in mind, call the church office. Payment is
due by the week of your reserved Sunday.
________________________________________________________________________

January Birthdays - Hope y’all had a great day!
Kim Ramsey
Chloe Merritt

Helen Pilon
Jay Raxter

Dick Cole
Jasper Carr

Joey Kayler, Jr.
Matthew Choate

Lila Smith turned 1 year! (Dean & Tommy Sue’s great granddaughter)

February Birthdays - Have a wonderful day!
1 Allison Stutts
1 Melisa Armstrong
4 Lily Lowe

21 Jerry Yelton III
23 Shawn Carpenter
23 Betty Lynch

Happy Anniversary!
13 Cam & Shawn Carpenter
25 Robert & Suzanne Kayler

Tithes & Offerings

Being greeted with a Smile
and a “Good Morning” is a
great way to be welcomed
as you walk in the door!
We are looking for you to
sign up for a Sunday to greet
our members and visitors on
Sunday mornings. Sign up
sheet is at the front entrance.

December 6
December 13
December 21
December 27

$2,355
$1,540
$4,890
$2,315
$11,100

January 3
January 10
January 17
January 24
January 31

$ 940
$1,620
$2,555
$ 765
$2,278
$8,158

$2,483 is needed weekly to meet our 2021 budget.

I have wished many times for a magic wand. Wave it over a cookie and turn it into a birthday cake. Wave it over a backyard puddle and “poof” have an in ground swimming pool.
Well folks, I hate to burst the bubble, but there are no magic wands except in fairy tales.
Cinderella was not a true story and COVID is still going to be around for a while. This
means NO UMW meetings.
I had dreams, plans, and dozens of ideas. We were going to make headlines “Dream Team
of United Methodist Women Changing the World.” All of those dreams have been put on a
shelf in the back of the mind. They are not gone. I keep them dusted off. Why? Because
this COVID will go away. We will be back. We will be stronger than ever. We will change
the world.
Until this happens:
1) Cheer someone up! Send a card or call to say hi!
2) Start a private devotion time -- It’s a great way to start or end your day.
It will make God smile. 
3) Pray - Do you take time everyday to thank God for all he has done for you?
4) Laugh - If you can’t think of anything to make you laugh, give me a call!
I’m forever doing something that will make you laugh. 
Judy Hoffman
UMW President
Black Walnuts & Sliced Almonds are available!
The UMW has a few bags of nuts left to purchase. They have 3 – 1 lb bags of black
walnuts ($11 each), and 16 – 1 lb bags of sliced almonds ($8 each). Let Andrea Bell
know if you would like some.
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*Friends/family of members
New/Updated Prayer Concerns
Tammy Bassett* - blood work showed some concerns, needs to follow up with an ultrasound
Cecelia “CC” & Daughter* - CC is having side effects from new medication, and pray for her
relationship with her daughter
Jeffrey Clark* (regular church visitor) at Brian’s Center for rehab on his heel
Malcum & Libby Meek and Family - Malcum’s mother recently passed away and also his
uncle earlier this month
Margie Martin - recovering from COVID, staying with her son’s family until she regains her
strength, making good progress!
Family of Ann Odam* - recently passed away from cancer, used to come to church with the
Johnsons years ago
Elizabeth Smith* (Sharon Taylor’s aunt) home from the hospital, needs healing prayer
Pastor Larry & Family - Larry’s mother, Shirley Taylor, passed away on February 2
Continued Prayer Concerns
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Jeff Casey*
Ruth Houser
Ann Lethco
Dennis Dees

Dean Atkinson
Beverly Cole
Ina Jones
Jay Raxter

Harvey & Laura McDonald
B.A. & Carolyn Moore

Covenant Shut-Ins
Betty Lynch - Covenant Village, Room B116
B.A. Moore - Belaire, 2065 Lyon St, Gastonia 28052, Rm 32B, 704-874-3258

Extending deep and heartfelt sympathy to you and your family . . .
Scott & Kim Ramsey and Family - Scott’s mother and friend to us at Covenant, Jean Stewart, passed
away in December. Jean became a member of Covenant in 1954 at the young age of 10 years old. Her
last few years were tough as she had health issues that restricted her from communicating with her
friends at Covenant. We continue to keep your family in our prayers.
Malcum & Libby Meek and Family - Early January, Malcum’s uncle, Charles Meek, passed away
at the age of only 45 yrs. As his family are still mourning the loss of Charles, Malcum’s mother, Karen
Meek, passed away on January 22 at only 48 years old. She had a daily struggle with Lupus, and most
recently, pneumonia. A memorial service will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday, February 20, 2021 at
United Baptist Church, 1970 Lowell-Bethesda Rd, Gastonia.
Pastor Larry & Sharon and Family - Larry’s mother, Shirley Taylor, passed away on February 2,
she has been battling Alzheimer's. Especially remember Larry’s father in prayer.

. . . we are praying for you.

